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stiaded. It may be imagined that Madame de Main-
tenon did not do much to convince him.

Some days afterwards Louvois, who had the fault
of obstinacy, came as usual to work with the King
in Madame de Maintenon's rooms. At the end of
the sitting he said, that he felt convinced that it was
scrupulousness alone which had hindered the King
from consenting to so necessary an act as the burning
of Treves, and that he had, therefore, taken the re-
sponsibility on himself by sending a courier with orders
to set fire to the place at once.

The King was immediately, and contrary to his
nature, so transported with anger that he seized the
tongs, and was about to make a run at Louvois, when
Madame de Maintenon placed herself between them,
crying, " Oh, Sire, what are you going to do ? " and
took the tongs from his hands.

Louvois, meanwhile, gained the door. The King
cried after him to recall him, and said, with flashing
eyes: " Despatch a courier instantly with a counter-
order, and let him arrive in time; for, know this: if a
single house is burned your head shall answer for it."
Louvois, more dead than alive, hastened away at once.

Of course, he had sent off no courier. He said he
had, believing that by this trick the King, though he
might be angry, would be led to give way. He had
reckoned wrongly, however, as we have seen.

From this time forward Louvois became day by day
more distasteful to the King. In the winter of 1690,
he proposed that, in order to save expense, the ladies
should not accompany the King to the siege of Mons.
Madame de Maintenon, we may be sure, did not grow